Upper airway obstruction in the rheumatic diseases.
Upper airway obstruction is a potentially life-threatening event that can be managed effectively when promptly recognized and treated. For this reason, all patients who are suspected of having disease affecting the larynx or trachea should be regarded as having a potentially compromised airway until proven otherwise. Although clinically significant upper airway diseases occur infrequently in rheumatic disorders, these manifestations should be considered in such patients who present with upper airway symptomatology.